
S C H E D U L E

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2008
3:00 - 5:00 PM	 Exhibitor Check-In
Florentine D

Pick up your conference packet and the 2008 NACFC       
Exhibitor Guidelines at the Registration Desk.  Please note 
the name card displayed at your table in Florentine D.

4:00 - 6:00 PM	 Leadership Meeting
Rotunda

Board members, Action Team members and Staff only, 
please.

6:00 - 8:00 PM	 NACFC Registration
Florentine Foyer

Florentine D	 Welcome Reception
	

Check-in at the Registration Desk, then enjoy some meet-
and-greet time with conference attendees and exhibitors.  
Taco buffet and beverages will be served.  Cash bar avail-
able.

MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008
7:30 - 8:30 AM	 NACFC Registration
Florentine Foyer

Florentine D	 Breakfast
			   with Exhibitors

Check-in at the Registration Desk, then enjoy some meet-
and-greet time with conference attendees and exhibitors.  
A full breakfast will be served.

8:30 AM		  Kids’ Camp Child Care
      Siena		  (Ages 0-6)

Child care is available for NACFC participants only.  Please 
do not leave the Tuscany Suites & Casino premises if your 
child is in the care of our volunteers/staff.  A signed waiv-
er is required.  Please pick up your child(ren) during the 
lunch break and immediately following the afternoon joint 
session, scheduled to adjourn approximately 5:00 PM or 
the optional Pathfinder workshop, scheduled to adjourn 
approximately 6:00 PM.

9:00 AM		  Getting to Know You
      Florentine F	 Icebreakers!
			   Savannah Howell, Instructor
			   Taylor Krempel, Instructor
			   Little Pastry Chefs
			   Las Vegas, NV

Teens (14-17), Pre-Teens (11-13) and Explorers (7-10) 
will participate in this very special Getting to Know 
You kick-off event!

■

■

■

■

■

■

MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008
9:00 AM		  NACFC Welcome

      Florentine C	 David J. Reisberg, DDS
			   President, AmeriFace

Keynote		  William N. Williams, PhD
			   Professor and Director
			   University of Florida
			   Craniofacial Center
			   Gainesville, FL

What’s the Big Deal about Velopharyngeal Insufficiency?
What Does a Little Hypernasality Matter?

The keynote presentation will describe why velopharyn-
geal insufficiency (VPI), an often relatively small opening 
into the nasal cavity, can cause such troubling speech 
problems. Information will be presented on the impor-
tance of speech sounding “normal,” and what happens 
to speech (resonance, articulation and voice) when the 
soft palate is not capable of closing off the opening (ve-
lopharyngeal port).  Information also will be presented 
in commonly used strategies in correcting VPI including 
various surgical techniques, oral prosthetic devices, and/
or speech therapy.  The presentation will focus on how 
to best evaluate information provided by the team about 
velopharyngeal dysfunction, and understanding the rea-
son for a specific treatment plan.

Dr. Bill Williams is Director and Professor of the University 
of Florida Craniofacial Center. He is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) and 
is past president of the Florida Cleft Palate-Craniofacial 
Association.  He is a recipient of the Florida Speech-Lan-
guage-Hearing Association’s Clinical Achievement Award, 
and the Honors of the Florida Cleft Palate-Craniofacial 
Association.  He has published extensively on the topic 
of communicative disorders associated with craniofacial 
malformations.  Dr. Williams is currently serving as prin-
cipal investigator of an international NIH/NIDCR clinical 
trial investigating velopharyngeal function for speech for 
patients undergoing the von Langenbeck and the Furlow 
double z-palatoplasty in repairing cleft lip and palate.  

10:15 AM		  Break
      Florentine D

Enjoy a beverage and be sure to visit the NACFC sponsors 
and exhibitors!

■

■

Cover Photo by Zorana Nikolich

AmeriFace hosted Healing Art with Metin Bereketli at the 
2007 North American Craniofacial Family Conference.

Support AmeriFace with your purchase of an event poster
at the Hospitality Desk for donation of $5.00 or more!

Learn more about Healing Art!
www.metinbereketli.com
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S C H E D U L E

MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008
10:45 - 11:45 AM	Workshop Modules

      Rotunda		  Module I – Adults

			   The Adult Identity and
			   Experience:  Traveling 		
			   Through the World
			   with a Facial Difference
			   Lisa K. Gist, MA
			   Director of Family Services
			   Cleft Palate Foundation
			 
By the time we’ve come to see ourselves as adults, we’ve 
learned a great many things about how to move through 
the world with a facial difference. We may have acquired 
adaptive skills that help us engage in our lives, our com-
munities, and our relationships in productive and satisfy-
ing ways. We may hold on to assumptions, beliefs, and 
expectations that simultaneously protect us but also keep 
us from engaging in life in the ways we’d like.  In this 
solution-focused session we will:

Identify some of the social challenges experienced by 
adults with facial differences;
Ask participants to share their own skills and strate-
gies for successful social experiences;
Examine some of the assumptions, beliefs, and ex-
pectations that can become obstacles, and;
Develop alternative ways over, under, and around 
those obstacles so that we find satisfying paths 
through the world.

      Florentine C	 Module II – Parents			 

			   Speech, Language,
			   Articulation, Voice,
			   Resonance and Intelligibility:
			   Aren’t These Basically
			   All the Same Thing?
			   William N. Williams, PhD
			   Professor and Director
			   University of Florida
			   Craniofacial Center
			   Gainesville, FL

This workshop will be parent directed. However, to start 
the session a brief overview will be provided describing 
the parameters of speech, language, articulation, voice, 
resonance and intelligibility, and how a child with a cleft 
lip/palate might have a problem with each.

■

1.

2.

3.

4.

MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008
      Executive		  Module III – Explorers’ Club
      Boardroom	 (Ages 7-10)				  

			   I Am the Only Me!			 
			   Kristina Huddleston
			   Psychosocial Rehabilitation
			   Coordinator
			   Majestic Behavioral Health
			   Marriage/Family
			   Therapy Program, UNLV

What makes you unique? Come share your hidden talents 
and interests by creating an expressive work of art.

      Florentine G	 Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)			   	

			   Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Experience Music Therapy!
			   Emily Wiggins, Music Therapist
			   Center for Creative
			   Therapeutic Arts, Las Vegas, NV

Come experience music therapy hands-on – playing 
instruments, creating songs, and expressing your inner 
music!

11:45 – 1:00 PM	 On-Your-Own Lunch

For your convenience, the Tuscany Suites and Casino has 
several dining choices on-site, whatever your taste!  Take 
advantage of this opportunity to stay in, stay cool and be 
on-time for the afternoon sessions.

1:00 PM		  Kids’ Camp Child Care
      Siena		  (Ages 0-6)

Child care is available for NACFC participants only.  Please 
do not leave the Tuscany Suites & Casino premises if 
your child is in the care of our volunteers/staff.  A signed 
waiver is required.  Please pick up your child(ren) imme-
diately following the afternoon joint session, scheduled 
to end approximately 5:00 PM or the optional Pathfinder 
workshop, scheduled to adjourn approximately 6:00 PM.

Please plan ahead!  Kids’ Camp will be extended only for 
those attending the optional Pathfinder Outreach Work-
shop scheduled to adjourn at 6:00 PM.  Please let our vol-
unteers know if you require extended care to participate 
in this workshop.

■

■
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OPTIONAL:  Pathfinder Outreach Workshop

Part A - Monday, July 21, 5:15 - 6:00 PM, Florentine C
Part B - Tuesday, July 22, 7:45 - 8:45 AM, Florentine G

Please let Kids’ Camp Child Care know if you require 
extended child care for these workshops!



S C H E D U L E

MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008
1:15 PM		  General Session			 
Florentine C
			   Sonja A. Rasmussen, MD, MS
			   Senior Scientist 
			   Division of Birth Defects and 		
			   Developmental Disabilities 
			   National Center on Birth Defects 	
			   and Developmental Disabilities 
			   Centers for Disease Control
			   and Prevention (CDC)

Advancing the Understanding of Craniofacial 
Anomalies
 
This presentation will include a discussion of activities at 
the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
in the area of craniofacial anomalies, with a focus on re-
search activities.  The goal of these research activities is 
to identify factors that increase or decrease the chance 
that a baby is born with a craniofacial anomaly.  In this 
presentation, Dr. Rasmussen will discuss the National 
Birth Defects Prevention Study, a large, multi-site, case-
control study aimed at understanding genetic and non-
genetic (environmental) factors for birth defects, includ-
ing orofacial clefts.  Other CDC activities that address 
craniofacial anomalies will also be briefly discussed.

Dr. Sonja Rasmussen received her Master’s degree in 
Medical Genetics from the University of Wisconsin and 
her MD degree with honors from University of Florida Col-
lege of Medicine.  She completed her pediatrics residency 
training at Massachusetts General Hospital and her fel-
lowship training in clinical genetics at Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital and University of Florida.  She is board certified in 
Pediatrics, Clinical Genetics and Genetic Counseling.  Dr. 
Rasmussen joined the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta in 1998 and currently serves 
as Senior Scientist for CDC’s Division of Birth Defects and 
Developmental Disabilities. She has published nine book 
chapters and over 80 papers in the peer-reviewed litera-
ture. Her research interests include the identification of 
genetic and environmental risk factors for birth defects, 
mortality associated with genetic conditions, and the im-
pact of infections on the pregnant woman and her fetus.

1:15 - 2:15 PM	 Workshop Modules

      Floretine G	 Module III – Explorers’ Club
			   (Ages 7-10)

			   Experience Music Therapy!
			   Emily Wiggins, Music Therapist
			   Center for Creative
			   Therapeutic Arts, Las Vegas, NV

Come experience music therapy hands-on – playing 
instruments, creating songs, and expressing your inner 
music!

■

MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008 
      Florentine F	 Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)			   	

			   Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   I Am the Only Me!			 
			   Kristina Huddleston
			   Psychosocial Rehabilitation
			   Coordinator
			   Majestic Behavioral Health
			   Marriage/Family
			   Therapy Program, UNLV

What makes you unique? Come share your hidden talents 
and interests by creating an expressive work of art.

2:30 - 3:30 PM	 Workshop Modules

      Rotunda		  Module I – Adults

			   Module V – Teens (Alternative)

			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Employment/ADA Law
			   Robert Spretnak, Attorney

Harassing someone because of his or her disability-related 
physical appearance is more than just bullying.  When it 
happens on the job, it is against the law.  The Americans 
with Disabilities Act, known as the “ADA,” protects quali-
fied individuals from discrimination in employment and in 
matters of public accommodation due to one’s disability.  
This is a rapidly evolving and changing area of discrimi-
nation law and this presentation will update you on the 
current state of the law.  Robert Spretnak is a private at-
torney who represents employees in disputes with their 
employers.  Spretnak regularly handles cases under the 
ADA, including representing a woman diagnosed with par-
tial lipodystrophy, a condition which altered his client’s fa-
cial structure by preventing fat storage in the upper body.

      Florentine C	 Module II – Parents			 

			   Everything You Wanted
			   to Know About
			   Your Child’s Teeth
			   (But Didn’t Know to Ask)
			   David J. Reisberg, DDS
			   Professor/Medical Director
			   The Craniofacial Center
			   University of Illinois
			   Medical Center at Chicago

For parents of children ages 0-3. Proper care 
of your child’s teeth from birth through adoles-
cence with emphasis on special concerns relative 
to the cleft/craniofacial patient. See Wednesday’s 
schedule for parents of children ages 3+.

■
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MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008
      Florentine G	 Module II – Parents
			   (Alternative)
		
			   Demystifying the IEP Process
			   Elizabeth Crosby, MS
			   Special Education
			   Orthopedic Impairment
			   Specialist
			   Low Incidence Disabilities
			   Clark County School District
			   Las Vegas, NV

For parents of children ages 3+. This workshop will 
provide and overview of the of writing and implement-
ing an Individualized Educational Plan for your child with 
special needs.

      Executive		  Module III – Explorers’ Club
      Boardroom	 (Ages 7-10) 			 
			 
			   The Bravest of the Brave!		
			   Lisa K. Gist, MA
			   Director of Family Services
			   Cleft Palate Foundation

Sometimes it’s tough being brave!  In this workshop we’ll 
explore how we feel about our healthcare experiences, 
and develop skills to help us better communicate with our 
doctors and parents about our care.

      Florentine F	 Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)			   	

			   Module V – Teens (Alternative)

			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Sign Language Fun!
			   Shannon Osborne
			   Wee Can Sign

This fun and interactive workshop will include teaching 
dozens of signs for animals, colors, food and activities us-
ing songs, books and toys.  Wee Can Sign offers classes 
and products for learning signs with children of all ages.  
Visit our vendor table for more information on early sign-
ing, even for pre-verbal babies and toddlers!

3:30 PM		  Break
      Florentine D

Enjoy a treat and be sure to visit the NACFC sponsors 
and exhibitors!

■

MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008
4:00 – 5:00 PM	 Workshop Modules

      Floretine G	 Module I – Adults			 
			   Dental Management for the
			   Adult Cleft/Craniofacial
			   Patient
			   David J. Reisberg, DDS
			   Professor/Medical Director
			   The Craniofacial Center
			   University of Illinois
			   Medical Center at Chicago

This workshop will provide an overview of the dental/oral 
concerns for the adult cleft/craniofacial patient.

      Florentine C	 Module II – Parents			 

			   Hey! Where Did Our Life Go? 
			   Nurturing a Family Life and a
			   Couple’s Connection:
			   A Field Guide to
			   Life after Crisis
			   Lisa K. Gist, MA
			   Director of Family Services
			   Cleft Palate Foundation

In the middle of what seems like a comfortable and man-
ageable routine comes something we aren’t expecting. 
Maybe it is a major health issue or job relocation or the 
death of a family member or friend. Or maybe we were 
expecting a baby that looks like every other baby and 
what we got was a baby that looked a little different. Be-
fore we know it, we seem to be spending a lot of our time 
learning to simply feed our baby and visiting doctors and 
the comfortable, manageable routine is lost to surgery 
schedules and accumulated hours on hold with the insur-
ance company. Hey! Where did our life go?

In this solution-focused session we will:

Explore the phases of transition of major life events 
(having a child counts, having a child with a cranio-
facial birth defect counts double);
Figure out where we are in our own transitions (ap-
preciating where we are while remembering that 
we’ll be somewhere else real soon);
Brainstorm new skills and identify existing strengths 
that make happy happen now rather than later 
(teaching a two-year old to pronounce ‘hemangio-
ma’, teaching a six-year old to spell it).

1.

2.

3.
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AmeriFace thanks Shannon Osborne
of Wee Can Sign for her continued

commitment to the NACFC!
www.weecansign.com

Give Me A Break, Inc.
Thank you for your dedication
to AmeriFace and the NACFC!

www.givemeabreakinc.com
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MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008
      Florentine F	 Module III – Explorers’ Club
			   (Ages 7-10)				  

			   Module IV – Pre-Teens		
			   (Ages 11–13)

			   Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Singing with Our Hearts,
			   Hands and Voices
			   Karin Perry & Shannon Osborne

Part A - Young stars will have the chance to sing and 
dance away some energy during this workshop.  We will 
learn some really funny songs, some sign language and 
some very funny dance moves and we’ll be performing at 
the Celebration Dinner for all conference participants!

5:15 - 6:00 PM	 Optional

      Florentine C	 Pathfinder
      			   Outreach Workshop
			   Debbie Oliver
			   Executive Director
			   AmeriFace

Part A – The Pathfinder Outreach Network is the larg-
est, most active support network of its kind for individu-
als with facial differences and their families.  Pathfinders 
offer support and resources on a variety of subjects.  
Workshop topics will include communication, diversity, 
dissemination of information, and how to launch and 
maintain a support network on a local/regional basis.

Visit pathfinders.ameriface.org for information about 
working with us to build your own local/regional support 
network.

TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
7:30 - 8:30 AM	 NACFC Registration
Florentine Foyer

Florentine D	 Continental Breakfast
			   with Exhibitors

Enjoy some meet-and-greet time with conference attendees 
and exhibitors.  Continental breakfast will be served.

7:30 AM		  Kids’ Camp Child Care
      Siena		  (Ages 0-6)

Child care for those attending the optional Pathfinder 
Outreach Workshop only, please.

■

■

■

TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
7:45 - 8:45 AM	 Optional

      Florentine G	 Pathfinder
      			   Outreach Workshop
			   Debbie Oliver
			   Executive Director
			   AmeriFace

Part B – Focus groups will allow new and established
Pathfinders to share ideas and establish goals for the 
coming year.

8:30 AM		  Kids’ Camp Child Care
      Siena		  (Ages 0-6)

Please do not leave the Tuscany Suites & Casino premises 
if your child is in the care of our volunteers/staff.  A signed 
waiver is required.  Please pick up your child(ren) during 
the lunch break and immediately following the afternoon 
joint session, scheduled to adjourn approximately 5:00 PM.

9:00 AM		  Special Guest				 
Florentine C	 Renée Rosen

			   Author, Marketing Consultant

			   Every Crooked Pot
			   Everyone has a Past...
			   It’s Called Childhood!

This session will include participation by Pre-
Teens (11-13) and Teens (14-17)!

Renée Rosen used her experiences of growing up with a 
hemangioma to craft her critically acclaimed debut novel, 
Every Crooked Pot.  Growing up in Akron, OH during the 
1970s, she was often teased and ridiculed by classmates 
because of her birthmark and underwent several experi-
mental medical procedures including laser treatments 
which were in their infancy at the time. Renee will discuss 
her novel and her journey to overcome the physical and 
emotional scars of her birthmark, along with the hidden 
blessings that arise from being “different.” 

Ms. Rosen has studied fiction writing with authors Susan 
Minot, Carol Anshaw, and Pulitzer Prize winning novelist 
Michael Cunningham. She has contributed to many mag-
azines and newspapers, including the Chicago Tribune, 
Complete Woman, DAME Magazine, Publishers Weekly, 
and Chicago Magazine. She is a freelance writer and mar-
keting consultant in Chicago and is currently working on 
a new novel.

Published by St. Martin’s Press, Every Crooked Pot is a 
2007 Booklist Editors’ Choice pick, and has recently been 
nominated for a top spot on the 2008 Teen’s Top Ten 
List.

■

■

■
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TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
      Florentine G	 Module III – Explorers’ Club
			   (Ages 7-10)

			   Solving Problems
			   Debbie Oliver

In this workshop we’ll take a look at some of the ways 
we can work through difficulties together - at home, at 
school and on the playground.

			 
10:15 AM		  Break

      Florentine D

Enjoy a beverage and be sure to visit the NACFC sponsors 
and exhibitors!

10:45 - 11:45 AM	Workshop Modules

      Executive		  Module I – Adults			 
      Boardroom

			   Facial Difference
			   Over a Lifetime	 		
		  	 Robin Dieda, LCSW
			   Transforming Images

Who would you be without a facial difference?  How are 
you better, and worse, because of it?  Come and explore 
how your experiences have changed you, and learn how 
others facing similar challenges have been changed.  Can 
the act of self-examination actually impact your present 
and future?  Come join us and find out.  Bring your humor 
and creativity!

      Florentine C	 Module II – Parents

			   My Team Journal:
			   An Organized Way to
			   Help in Your Child’s
			   Medical Journey
			   Jenny Gregory, CDT
			   Clinical Coordinator
			   Lancaster Cleft Palate Clinic

Having a child with a facial difference can be an over-
whelming and emotional experience.  It can also be dif-
ficult and confusing for parents to manage the many 
appointments and tons of paperwork they’ll accumulate 
over the next 18 years.

The Lancaster Cleft Palate Clinic has developed a system 
to help parents keep track of team visits, hospitalizations 
and the paper trail throughout their child’s care.  Attend-
ees will leave with a complete binder system that can be 
modified to individual needs.

■

■

TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
      Rotunda		  Module II – Parents
			   (Alternative)

			   A Father’s Perspective
			   Carl Dennison

A workshop for dads only.  Here’s your chance to 
share with other fathers your personal experiences with 
your child’s special circumstances.  We will discuss the 
impact on our other family relationships (wife, other chil-
dren, parents); role expectations and unique stressors 
for Dad; obstacles in securing medical and educational 
resources; financial pressures; as well as other areas of 
general interest to the group.  Perhaps you’ve never re-
ally had the chance to talk with other fathers about your 
own reactions and feelings.  Please join us in learning 
from each other!

      Florentine F	 Module III – Explorers’ Club
			   (Ages 7-10)

			   What I’d Like You to Know
			   AmeriFace Staff & Volunteers

Sometimes it’s difficult sharing our feelings and ideas 
with others.  During this workshop, we’ll take some time 
to reflect on what it is we wish others knew about us.

      Florentine G	 Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)			   	

			   Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   How’s School?
			   Karin Perry, Special Educator
			   Framingham Public Schools
			   Framingham, MA

Understand how to set goals critical for your success in 
school, even when your health care may take you away 
from the classroom.  Learn how to answer the hard ques-
tions.  Talk to other kids in similar situations and see how 
they managed difficult situations in the classroom.  

11:45 – 1:00 PM	 On-Your-Own Lunch

For your convenience, the Tuscany Suites and Casino has 
several dining choices on-site, whatever your taste!  Take 
advantage of this opportunity to stay in, stay cool and be 
on-time for the afternoon sessions.

■
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Every Crooked Pot
by Renee Rosen

The Church of 80% Sincerity
by David Roche

O n  S a l e  T o d a y  i n  F l o r e n t i n e  D !
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TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
1:00 PM		  Kids’ Camp Child Care

      Siena		  (Ages 0-6)

Please do not leave the Tuscany Suites & Casino prem-
ises if your child is in the care of our volunteers/staff.  A 
signed waiver is required.  Please pick up your child(ren) 
during the lunch break and immediately following the 
afternoon joint session, scheduled to adjourn approxi-
mately 5:00 PM.

1:15 PM		  Special Guest				 
Florentine C	 David Roche

			   Inspirational Humorist

			   “My Face – A Gift”

This session will include participation by Teens 
(14-17)!

David Roche is an inspirational humorist, motivational 
speaker and performer who has transformed the lessons 
of lifelong facial disfigurement into a compelling message 
filled with courage, inspiration and laughter.  Publishing 
his first book in February 2008 by the same name, he has 
performed his signature one-man show, The Church of 
80% Sincerity, across the United States and in Canada, 
England, New Zealand, Australia, and Russia.  In June 
2008, he performed on the Millennium Stage at the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington 
DC.

David has appeared at the Clinton White House and head-
lined at the Olympics Arts Festival in Sydney, Australia. He 
and his wife Marlena Blavin present Love at Second Sight, 
a program for adolescents about appearance, acceptance 
and diversity.  He has been featured in four films, in-
cluding Shameless, a 2006 feature-length documentary 
by Bonnie Sherr Klein from the National Film Board of 
Canada. The Perfect Flaw, a 2005 documentary about 
David by Mike Grundmann, won first place awards at the 
Canadian International Annual Film & Video Festival and 
the Da Vinci Film & Video Festival. Two other award-win-
ning films featuring David, Face First (Mike Grundmann, 
1999) and Able to Laugh (Michael J. Dougan, 1993) have 
been seen worldwide.

1:15 - 2:15 PM	 Workshop Modules

      Florentine F	 Module III – Explorers’ Club
			   (Ages 7-10)				  
 
			   Gimme a Break!

It’s time to take a break and have a little fun with your 
new friends!

■

■

■

TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
      Florentine G	 Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)			   	

			   What I’d Like You to Know
			   AmeriFace Staff & Volunteers

Sometimes it’s difficult sharing our feelings and ideas 
with others.  During this workshop, we’ll take some time 
to reflect on what it is we wish others knew about us.

2:30 - 3:30 PM	 Workshop Modules

      Florentine C	 Module I – Adults

			   Module II – Parents

			   Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Storytelling Workshop
			   David Roche
			   Inspirational Humorist

Part A - Everyone has a message, based on their per-
sonal experience, to bring to the world. Everyone has 
wisdom to impart to others.  David Roche will provide a 
safe environment for you to express deep truths drawn 
from your life experience, and will offer coaching tailored 
to the particular needs and desires of the group.  Come 
as prepared as you can be to speak your truth. It is fine 
to have anxiety about this, because that is a sign of the 
stirring of creative spirit (even if it is uncomfortable!).  
We will focus on telling stories of brief transformative mo-
ments in our lives. David promises you that your stories 
will change your lives and the lives of others!

      Florentine F	 Module III – Explorers’ Club
			   (Ages 7-10)

			   Sign Language Fun!
			   Shannon Osborne
			   Wee Can Sign

This fun and interactive workshop will include teaching 
dozens of signs for animals, colors, food and activities us-
ing songs, books and toys.  Wee Can Sign offers classes 
and products for learning signs with children of all ages.  
Visit our vendor table for more information on early sign-
ing, even for pre-verbal babies and toddlers!

      Florentine G	 Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)			   	

			   Gimme a Break!

It’s time to take a break and have a little fun with your 
new friends!

■
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TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
3:30 PM		  Break

      Florentine D

Enjoy a beverage and be sure to visit the NACFC sponsors 
and exhibitors!

4:00 - 5:00 PM	 Workshop Modules

      Florentine C	 Module I – Adults

			   Module II – Parents

			   Storytelling Workshop
			   David Roche
			   Inspirational Humorist

Part B - Everyone has a message, based on their per-
sonal experience, to bring to the world. Everyone has 
wisdom to impart to others.  David Roche will provide a 
safe environment for you to express deep truths drawn 
from your life experience, and will offer coaching tailored 
to the particular needs and desires of the group.  Come 
as prepared as you can be to speak your truth. It is fine 
to have anxiety about this, because that is a sign of the 
stirring of creative spirit (even if it is uncomfortable!).  
We will focus on telling stories of brief transformative mo-
ments in our lives. David promises you that your stories 
will change your lives and the lives of others!

      Florentine G	 Module III – Explorers’ Club
			   (Ages 7-10)				  

			   Module IV – Pre-Teens		
			   (Ages 11–13)

			   Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Singing with Our Hearts,
			   Hands and Voices
			   Karin Perry & Shannon Osborne

Part B - Young stars will have the chance to sing and 
dance away some energy during this workshop.  We will 
learn some really funny songs, some sign language and 
some very funny dance moves and we’ll be performing at 
the Celebration Dinner for all conference participants!

■

■

TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
6:30 - 10:30 PM	 Celebration Dinner

      Florentine D

Join us for an evening of fun and frolic!  A brief program 
will be presented during dinner and dessert, including 
Singing with Our Hearts, Hands and Voices, a produc-
tion by the children and teens attending the 2008 North 
American Craniofacial Family Conference.

Enjoy music and entertainment by Mariah’s Sound 
Occasions!  Visit www.soundoccasions.com.

As a special treat for NACFC guests, Kenneth & Barbara 
Gunn of BK Photography LLC are donating their time and 
expertise to take family portraits during the Celebration 
Dinner.  Many thanks!

Whether you’re dressing up for a more formal feel or you 
want to wear matching t-shirts for a more casual look, 
take this opportunity to remember the 2008 NACFC with 
a very special portrait.  A digital file will be forwarded to 
you after the conference, suitable for printing with your 
local studio, print shop or even at home.

Professional prints from BK Photography LLC are 
available at a discount!  See Kenneth and Barbara 
Gunn for additional details.

Be sure to visit www.bkfinephoto.com.

■
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Special Thanks to Channel 13 Action News!

For continued local coverage and support of 
our programs and the families we serve!

Special Thanks to the
AmeriFace Action Team

Joyce Bentz
Program Director

Robin Remele
National Action Team Coordinator

Kiku Collins • Milli Davis • Kelly Lanham
Kelly Luckey • Robert Oliver

Karin Perry • Marci Stark

Special Thanks to

Bill Buczinsky
Founder, A Child’s Voice Poetry

The Ultimate
Children’s Poet and Performer

www.childs-voice-poetry.com



S C H E D U L E

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2008
			   On-Your-Own Breakfast

Rest up from the Celebration Dinner or enjoy breakfast 
on your own at Marilyn’s Café (open 24 hours) or Beach-
front Coffee (open at 6:00 AM) at the Tuscany Suites and 
Casino.

8:30 AM		  Kids’ Camp Child Care
      Siena		  (Ages 0-6)

Please do not leave the Tuscany Suites & Casino prem-
ises if your child is in the care of our volunteers/staff.  A 
signed waiver is required.  Please pick up your child(ren) 
during the lunch break and immediately following the 
afternoon joint session, scheduled to adjourn approxi-
mately 3:30 PM, when we’ll all come together for a final 
farewell.
 

9:00 AM		  General Session			 
Florentine C

			   Valerie M. Rosalin, RN, BSN, 	
			   MS, CPUR
			   Director
	 	 	 Governor’s Office for Consumer
			   Health Assistance

The Governor’s Office for Consumer Health Assistance 
provides Nevada residents with information, referral re-
sources and assistance with health-related issues and 
concerns.  Services include assistance with insurance 
denials, hospital and provider billing, uninsured/under-
insured, access to care, and advocacy issues.  Similar 
services are available in many states.

9:00 - 10:15 AM	 Workshop Modules

      Florentine F	 Module III – Explorers’ Club 	
			   (Ages 7-10)				  

			   How’s School?
			   Karin Perry, Special Educator
			   Framingham Public Schools
			   Framingham, MA

Understand how to set goals critical for your success in 
school, even when your health care may take you away 
from the classroom.  Learn how to answer the hard ques-
tions.  Talk to other kids in similar situations and see how 
they managed difficult situations in the classroom.  

      Rotunda		  Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)

			   Storytelling Workshop
			   David Roche

Everyone has a message, based on their personal expe-
rience, to bring to the world. Everyone has wisdom to 
impart to others.  David Roche will provide a safe en-

■
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2008 
vironment for you to express deep truths drawn from 
your life experience, and will offer coaching tailored to 
the particular needs and desires of the group.  Come as 
prepared as you can be to speak your truth. It is fine to 
have anxiety about this, because that is a sign of the stir-
ring of creative spirit (even if it is uncomfortable!).  We 
will focus on telling stories of brief transformative mo-
ments in our lives. David promises you that your stories 
will change your lives and the lives of others!

    Florentine G	 Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)			   	

			   What I’d Like You to Know
			   AmeriFace Staff & Volunteers

Sometimes it’s difficult sharing our feelings and ideas 
with others.  During this workshop, we’ll take some time 
to reflect on what it is we wish others knew about us.

10:15 AM		  Break
      Florentine D

Enjoy a beverage and be sure to visit the NACFC sponsors 
and exhibitors!

10:45 - 11:45 AM	Workshop Modules

      Rotunda		  Module I – Adults			 
		
		  	 Support Networks for Adults
		  	 Debbie Oliver
			   Executive Director, AmeriFace

In this workshop we’ll discuss how AmeriFace can best 
support the adult craniofacial community.  We’ll explore 
what particular types of educational and social activi-
ties are of interest to you and welcome your suggestions 
about future activities and outreach opportunities.

      Florentine C	 Module II – Parents			 

			   Everything You Wanted
			   to Know About
			   Your Child’s Teeth
			   (But Didn’t Know to Ask)
			   David J. Reisberg, DDS
			   Professor/Medical Director
			   The Craniofacial Center
			   University of Illinois
			   Medical Center at Chicago

For parents of children ages 3+. Proper care of 
your child’s teeth from birth through adolescence 
with emphasis on special concerns relative to the 
cleft/craniofacial patient. See Monday’s schedule 
for parents of children ages 0-3.

■

■
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S C H E D U L E

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2008 
      Florentine F	 Module II – Parents
			   (Alternative)

			   Your Early Childhood Rights 	
			   and Responsibilities
			   Donna Wolfbrandt
			   Family Specialist
			   Nevada Early Intervention Svcs.

For parents of children ages 0-3. When families find 
they have a need for early intervention services, the laws 
that support these services can be confusing and over-
whelming.  Join us as we look at IFSPs and provide an 
understanding of the rights of infants, toddlers and their 
families.

      Executive		  Module III – Explorers’ Club 	
      Boardroom	 (Ages 7-10)

			   How Much Do You Know
			   About Bullies?
			   Robin Remele
			   AmeriFace

Do you know what bullying is?  Do you know what it isn’t?  
We’ll take a look at how bullies operate, positive ways we 
can stop them in their tracks, and how to recognize when 
it’s time to ask an adult for help.

      Florentine G	 Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)

			   Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Transitions
			   Karin Perry, Special Educator
			   Framingham Public Schools, 		
			   Framingham, MA

Understand how to set goals and other important com-
ponents critical for your success as we prepare for the 
adventure of the middle school and high school experi-
ence.

11:45 AM		  Buffet Lunch
      Florentine D

Join us for a hearty pizza lunch buffet!  Complete your 
conference evaluation form and return it to a staff mem-
ber for a free raffle ticket!  Explorers, Pre-Teens and Teens 
should complete an evaluation form, as well, to include 
their personal views about the NACFC event.

One evaluation form/raffle ticket per conference attend-
ee, please.  The drawing will be held at our afternoon 
farewell gathering.

■

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2008
1:00 PM		  Kids’ Camp Child Care

      Siena		  (Ages 0-6)

Child care is available for NACFC participants only.  Please 
do not leave the Tuscany Suites & Casino premises if your 
child is in the care of our volunteers/staff.  A signed waiv-
er is required.  Please pick up your child(ren) immediately 
following the last joint session and workshops, scheduled 
to end approximately 3:30 PM.  Families will be together 
for tasty treats, raffle prizes, gift bags and final farewells 
at the closing session in Florentine C. 

1:15 - 2:15 PM	 Workshop Modules

      Florentine C	 Module I – Adults

			   Module II – Parents

			   Module V – Teens
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Oral/Maxillofacial Surgery
			   Jeff E. Moxley, DDS, PC
			   Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
			   Diplomate American Board of 		
			   Oral/Maxillofacial Surgery

We will discuss the role of the oral/maxillofacial surgeon 
on the cleft/craniofacial team, various types of oral/
maxillofacial surgery, when jaw surgery and/or distrac-
tion osteogenesis might be indicated and state-of-the-
art procedures.

      Florentine G	 Module III – Explorers’ Club 	
			   (Ages 7-10) 

			   Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)

			   Module V – Teens (Alternate)
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Understanding Your Care
			   Child Life
			   UMC Children’s Services
			   Sunrise Children’s Hospital
			 
Part A - This will be a group session facilitated by Child 
Life Specialists from University Medical Center (UMC) and 
Sunrise Children’s Hospital, Las Vegas, NV.  Learn what 
you can do to understand your surgery and your hospital-
ization.  We’ll have fun with group games and activities.  
Come with questions and experiences!

■

■
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2008
2:30 - 3:30 PM	 Workshop Modules

      Florentine C	 Module I – Adults

			   Module II – Parents

			   Module V – Teens (Alternate)
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Team Panel
			   Jeff E. Moxley, DDS, PC
			   Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
			   Diplomate American Board of 		
			   Oral/Maxillofacial Surgery

			   William N. Williams, PhD
			   Professor and Director
			   University of Florida
			   Craniofacial Center
			   Gainesville, FL
			 
			   John Menezes, MD
			   Assistant Professor
			   Head Craniofacial Surgery
			   University of Nevada
			   School of Medicine

			   Cathy Coleman, BS, CCLS
			   UMC Children’s Services

Open forum - your questions are welcome!

      Florentine G	 Module III – Explorers’ Club 	
			   (Ages 7-10) 

			   Module IV – Pre-Teens
			   (Ages 11-13)

			   Module V – Teens (Alternate)
			   (Ages 14-17)

			   Understanding Your Care
			   Child Life
			   UMC Children’s Services
			   Sunrise Children’s Hospital
			 
Part B - This will be a group session facilitated by Child 
Life Specialists from University Medical Center (UMC) 
and Sunrise Children’s Hospital, Las Vegas, NV.  Learn 
what you can do to understand your surgery and your 
hospitalization.  We’ll have fun with group games and 
activities.  Come with questions and experiences!

3:30 PM		  Closing Remarks

We’ll wrap up the 2008 North American Craniofacial 
Family Conference with farewells, gift bags, a raffle and 
sweet treats for the road!

■
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THURSDAY, JULY 24, 2008
(OPTIONAL) 

Get together with your new friends and see the sights of 
Southern Nevada.  Or maybe you’ll just hang out at the 
pool.  Whatever your mood, there’s plenty to do in Las 
Vegas before you travel home...enjoy!

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
This program is subject to change.

Kids’ Camp Child Care – Child care is available for 
NACFC participants only.  You will be required to sign a 
permission/release form to utilize NACFC child care ser-
vices (ages 0-6).  Parent(s) and/or adult guardian(s) may 
not leave the Tuscany Suites & Casino at any time while 
child(ren) they are responsible for are being cared for at 
Kids’ Camp.  Please be prepared to provide a cell phone 
or pager number so we can reach you during NACFC ses-
sions, if needed.  Please be prepared to provide photo 
identification when picking up your child(ren).

NACFC Photography/Videography – Please be pre-
pared to sign a waiver and release pertaining to video 
and photographs taken by official event photographers, 
both contracted and volunteer.  AmeriFace, cleftAdvocate, 
and NACFC presenters, sponsors and vendors will utilize 
event video and photographs in press releases, promo-
tional materials and newsletters.  If you do not wish to 
be photographed, please inform the NACFC Registration 
Desk (Florentine Foyer).  Your name badge will be appro-
priately and inconspicuously tagged to alert our official 
event photographer that you do not wish to be photo-
graphed.

Drink Plenty of Water!  We have an extremely dry 
climate here in Las Vegas, so make an extra effort to 
keep yourself hydrated.  During your stay, drink plenty 
of water, and limit sugary drinks and alcoholic beverages.  
Please make sure your children are well-hydrated, too!

Don’t Jaywalk!  Every year many tourists are killed or 
injured as they cross Las Vegas streets outside of marked 
pedestrian crossings.  Please cross at major intersections 
and obey the pedestrian traffic signals.  Hold the hands 
of young children and utilize pedestrian crossovers on the 
Strip.  Stay safe!

-15-


